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Standard 6-5  The student will write for a variety of purposes and audiences. 
 

The teacher should continue to address earlier indicators as they apply to more 
difficult texts. 

 
Instructional appendixes are provided as the baseline expectations for instruction 

and are not intended to be all-inclusive documents. 

 

Indicator 6-5.3 Create written descriptions using precise language and vivid 
details. 

 

Definition of Revised Bloom’s Verb  
Create Put elements together to form a coherent or functional 

whole; reorganize elements into a new pattern or structure
    

Explanation of the Indicator  

Effective descriptive writing paints a picture with words. Whether students 
are writing a purely descriptive essay or incorporating description into other forms 

of writing, they can use description as a tool to evoke emotions in the reader 
through the power of words. As part of a narrative, description can make the 
setting and characters more vivid. When students are writing a process paper, they 

can use description to help the reader envision the finished product. Specific 
descriptive details can make persuasive writing more powerful. Descriptive writing 

requires paying close attention to detail and using all of the senses. 
 
Instruction in writing description must be closely tied with literary and 

informational texts, vocabulary, and the writing process. Since figurative language 
is an effective tool in writing descriptively, students should learn the types of 

figurative language and analyze the use of figurative language in the texts they 
study throughout the year. The teacher should show students how figurative 
language, imagery, and specific sensory details create strong descriptions in both 

poetry and prose. Students should analyze how description is related to an author’s 
style and is part of voice, tone, mood, and atmosphere. 

 
Teachers should expect students to think constantly about word choice. The 

precise language and vivid details needed for effective description will result from 
rich vocabulary instruction where students are immersed in word study. Students 
should analyze the author’s word choice in the texts they are studying and their 

own word choice in their writing. As students write descriptive pieces, the teacher 
should expect them to employ strong, specific words at every step of the writing 

process.  
 
When students are prewriting, they should be taught how to use specific 

sensory details as part of a graphic organizer or other brainstorming. Adding 
specific details and choosing more effective vocabulary should always be a part of 

the revision process. Students should be instructed in use of the thesaurus, and 
they should learn that specific nouns and strong verbs, as well as adjectives, are 
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essential tools for descriptive writing. The teacher should provide mini-lessons 
throughout the year to show students both effective and ineffective examples of 

descriptive writing. Teachers should help students make the connection between 
their own writing and the literature they are currently studying by emphasizing 

vocabulary study, by modeling extensively, by expecting students to use 
description in their own writing, and by providing a rich variety of texts for students 
to analyze. Effective teaching practices in the study of descriptive writing will 

strengthen students as both readers and writers.  
 

Instructional Progression of the Indicator 
The level of difficulty of the writing increases at each grade level. Additionally, some 
areas of focus for creating written descriptions differ at each grade level.  

 
What do students need to know before they can understand 

how to create written descriptions? 
 Students should know devices of figurative language and be able to 

analyze their use in texts they are studying. 

 Students should be able to interpret the use of figurative language 
as part of an author’s style. 

 Students should be able to employ figurative language effectively in 
their own writing. 

 Students should be able to analyze an author’s use of imagery in 
texts they are studying and employ imagery effectively in their own 
writing. 

 Students should be able to identify sensory details in texts they are 
reading and employ sensory details in their own writing. 

 Students should be able to identify vivid verbs and specific 
adjectives in texts they are reading and employ them in their own 
writing. 

 Students should be able to analyze diction (word choice) as an 
important part of an author’s style. 

 Students should understand how to use a thesaurus to improve 
word choice in their own writing. 

 

Within the study of creating written descriptions, what have 
students been taught and what will they be taught in the 

future?  
The words in bold indicate changes from grade to grade. 
K-5.3 Use symbols (drawings, letters, and words) to create 

descriptions of personal experiences, people, places, or things. 
1-5.3 Create written pieces that describe personal experiences, 

people, places, or things and that use words that appeal to 
the senses. 

2-5.3 Create written pieces that describe objects, people, places, or 

events and that use words that appeal to the senses. 
3-5.3     Create written descriptions about people, places, or 

events. 
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4-5.3 Create written descriptions using language that 
appeals to the readers’ senses. 

5-5.3          Create written descriptions using precise language and  
vivid details. 

6-5.3          Create written descriptions using precise language and 
vivid details. 

7-5.3 Create descriptions for use in other modes of 

written works (for example, narrative, expository, 
or persuasive).   

8-5.3          Create descriptions for use in other modes of written      
works (for example, narrative, expository, or persuasive). 

E1-5.3     Create descriptions for use in other modes of written      

works (for example, narrative, expository, or persuasive).   
E2-5.3       Create descriptive pieces (for example, personal essays, 

travel writing, or restaurant reviews) that use sensory 
images and vivid word choice. 

E3-5.3 Create descriptive pieces (for example, personal essays, travel 

writing, or restaurant reviews) that use sensory images and 
vivid word choice. 

E4-5.3      Create descriptive pieces (for example, personal essays, travel 
writing, or restaurant reviews) that use sensory images and 

vivid word choice. 
 
When teaching how to create written descriptions, what connections, links, 

or ties can be made to other indicators? 
6-1.3 Interpret devices of figurative language (including simile, 

metaphor, personification, and hyperbole) and sound devices 
(including onomatopoeia and alliteration). 

6-4.1 Organize written works using prewriting techniques, discussions, 

graphic organizers, models, and outlines.  
6-4.3 Create multiple-paragraph compositions that include a central 

idea with supporting details and use appropriate transitions 
between paragraphs.  

6-4.5 Revise writing to improve clarity, tone, voice, content, and the 

development of ideas (see Instructional Appendix: Composite 
Writing Matrix).  

 
Classroom Assessment  

Students should have many opportunities to practice creating descriptions in 

a variety of types before being asked to demonstrate their knowledge for 
assessment. Students should analyze how authors create descriptions in both 

literary and informational texts. Teachers should introduce many examples (both 
print and nonprint) of real-world writing which use description, such as real estate 
advertisements, travel brochures, resumes, and theater reviews. Students can 

demonstrate knowledge of figurative language, sensory details, and specific word 
choice through class discussion, a ticket out the door, or more formal test 

questions.  
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Once students gain confidence with analyzing descriptive details in the texts 
they are studying, they can learn how to improve writing through elaborating with 

description. The teacher should offer the students models which use description 
effectively and models which lack description. Students can demonstrate knowledge 

of descriptive writing techniques by revising models which lack description. 
 
Finally, students need to apply their knowledge of creating description to 

their own writing. The teacher should hold the students accountable for their 
knowledge by expecting them to use description in their writing and by evaluating 

using the PASS writing rubric or other scoring rubrics. Students should be exposed 
to various rubrics during instruction.  

 

Students should be taught and assessed using similar methods. Students 
need multiple opportunities and ways to demonstrate their knowledge of creating 

description. In order to address the definition of the verb “create,” students should 
be allowed to demonstrate their knowledge through writing essays, producing 
advertisements, filming commercials, and creating a rich variety of print and 

nonprint products. 
 

Suggested Instructional Resources 
Professional Texts 

Baker, Sheridan. The Practical Stylist. New York, New York: Thomas Y. Crowell  
 
Company, 1997. 

 
Culham, Ruth. 6+1 Traits of Writing. New York, New York: Scholastic, 2003. 

 
Fletcher, Ralph. What a Writer Needs. Portsmouth, New Hampshire: Heinemann, 

1993. 

 
Fletcher, Ralph, and Portalupi, Joann. Craft Lessons. Portland, Maine: Stenhouse, 

1998. 

Fletcher, Ralph, and Portalupi, Joann.  Nonfiction Craft Lessons. Portland, 

Maine:Stenhouse, 2001.  

Frank, Steven. The Pen Commandments: A Guide for the Beginning Writer. New  

  
York, New York: Pantheon Books, 2003. 

 
Lane, Barry. After the End: Teaching and Learning Creative Revision. Portsmouth, 

New Hampshire: Heinemann, 1993. 

Zinsser, William. On Writing Well. New York, New York: HarperCollins, 2001. 
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Student Texts 
There are many titles that teachers and students may select to better understand 
sentence structure and variety. Library Media Specialists from the South Carolina 

Association of School Librarians (SCASL) are collaborating with the South Carolina 
Department of Education to provide a sampling of texts to match the indicators. 

This will continue be a work in progress. Teachers should collaborate with their 
library media specialists for additional suggestions. These titles can be used for 
read alouds, shared reading, and independent reading. While each title on the list 

has been read and reviewed by professionals, some of these titles may not meet 
the needs of each classroom environment. Teachers are encouraged to read the 

texts prior to using them in class.  
 
Nonprint Materials 

 
http://teacher.scholastic.com/writewit/diary/ 

 
http://www.webenglishteacher.com/descriptive.html 

 
www.nebo.edu/misc/learning_resources/ppt/6-12/writing.ppt 
 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/general/gl_describe.html 
 

http://writingfiction.suite101.com/article.cfm/descriptive_writing_exercises 
 
http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/GRAMMAR/composition/narrative.htm 

 
www.lexington1.net/rbe/21cc/Descriptive%20Writing.ppt 

 
www.nwrel.org/assessment/pdfGeneral/Prompts_BlowingAway.pdf 
 

http://www.buzzle.com/articles/descriptive-writing.html 
 

http://edhelper.com/ReadingComprehension_33_35.html 
 
http://english.unitecnology.ac.nz/resources/resources/text_forms/descriptions.html 

 
http://www.kisd.org/khs/english/help%20page/Descriptive%20Words.htm 

 
http://teacher.scholastic.com/writewit/poetry/karla_home.htm   
 

http://volweb.utk.edu/school/bedford/harrisms/lesson13.htm 
 

http://www.hp-lexicon.org/essays/essay-descriptions.html  
 

http://teacher.scholastic.com/writewit/diary/
http://www.webenglishteacher.com/descriptive.html
http://www.nebo.edu/misc/learning_resources/ppt/6-12/writing.ppt
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/general/gl_describe.html
http://writingfiction.suite101.com/article.cfm/descriptive_writing_exercises
http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/GRAMMAR/composition/narrative.htm
http://www.lexington1.net/rbe/21cc/Descriptive%20Writing.ppt
http://www.nwrel.org/assessment/pdfGeneral/Prompts_BlowingAway.pdf
http://www.buzzle.com/articles/descriptive-writing.html
http://edhelper.com/ReadingComprehension_33_35.html
http://english.unitecnology.ac.nz/resources/resources/text_forms/descriptions.html
http://www.kisd.org/khs/english/help%20page/Descriptive%20Words.htm
http://teacher.scholastic.com/writewit/poetry/karla_home.htm
http://volweb.utk.edu/school/bedford/harrisms/lesson13.htm
http://www.hp-lexicon.org/essays/essay-descriptions.html
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http://www.msgarrettonline.com/descripwords.html 
 

http://grammar.about.com/od/developingparagraphs/a/samdescpars.htm 
 

http://grammar.about.com/od/developingparagraphs/a/draftdescribe.htm 
 
http://whs.wsd.wednet.edu/Faculty/Zobel/DescriptiveParagraph.html 

 
http://www.you-can-teach-writing.com/descriptive-paragraph.html 

 
http://www.thewritingsite.org/resources/prompts/descriptive.asp 
 

http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=32D4B787-9DBB-
4891-989F-AAFDF024690F&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US  
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