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Standard 7-5 The student will write for a variety of purposes and 
audiences. 

 

The teacher should continue to address earlier indicators as they apply to 

more difficult texts. 

 

Indicator 7-5.4 Create persuasive pieces (for example, letters to the 
editor or essays) that include a stated position with 

supporting evidence for a specific audience.  
 
Definition of Revised Bloom’s Verb 

Create  Put elements together to form a coherent or functional 
whole; reorganize elements into a new pattern or 

structure 
 

Explanation of Indicator 

Persuasive writing is a form of writing whose purpose is to convince or to 
prove or refute a point of view or issue.  

 
Reading and writing are intimately related. The material that students read 
will influence their writing, so they must be immersed in the kinds of texts 

they are asked to create. As students read persuasive texts and note the 
techniques used by authors, they can incorporate those same techniques in 

their own writing. 
 
In writing letters to the editor and essays, students in Grade 7 must pay 

careful attention to audience, organization, a clearly stated position, and 
appropriate support for that position. Before creating their own persuasive 

pieces, students should study numerous examples of essays and letters to 
the editor. They should analyze how various authors handle the important 
elements of persuasive writing and compare effective and ineffective 

examples. 
 

Instructional Progression of Indicator 
As students progress through the grade levels, the writing topics and the 

sophistication of the compositions will become more challenging to the 
learner. Additionally, areas of focus for creating persuasive writing will differ 
at some grade levels.  
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What do students need to know before they can create 
persuasive writing? 

 One of the most complex and challenging projects that students will 
face is that of writing persuasive papers. To be successful, students 

must draw upon prior learning in the areas of reading, writing, and 
research. Skills that students will draw upon include: 

  •  reading informational texts 

  •  discerning cause and effect 
  •  drawing conclusions 

  •  making inferences 
  •  writing for various purposes and audiences 
  •  awareness of author’s craft 

 •  central idea, thesis, supporting evidence, and how these 
             elements work together 

  •  importance of adequate supporting evidence 
  •  discriminating between fact and opinion 
  •  awareness of author’s bias 

  •  evaluating resource material for reliability and validity 
  •  creating a logical argument 

 • comparing differences among several types of persuasive 
writings 

 •  all aspects of Standard 4:  pre-writing, organizing ideas, 
      using sentence variety, structuring sentences effectively, 
      correctness of grammar and mechanics, revising, and editing 

 
Within persuasive writing, what have students been taught and 

what will they be taught in the future? The words in bold indicate 
a change from grade to grade. 
 

6-5.4 Create persuasive writings (for example, print 
advertisements and commercial scripts) that develop 

a central idea with supporting evidence and use language 
appropriate for the specific audience. 

7-5.4 Create persuasive pieces (for example, letters to the 

editor or essays) that include a stated position with 
supporting evidence for a specific audience. 

8-5.4 Create persuasive pieces (for example, editorials, 
essays, or speeches) that support a clearly stated 
position with concrete evidence. 

E1-5.4 Create persuasive pieces (for example, editorials, essays, 
speeches, or reports) that develop a clearly stated 

thesis and use support (for example, facts, 
statistics, and first-hand accounts). 

E2-5.4 Create persuasive pieces (for example, editorials, essays, 

speeches, or reports) that develop a clearly stated thesis 
and use support (for example, facts, statistics, and first-

hand accounts). 
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E3-5.4 Create persuasive pieces (for example, editorials, essays, 
speeches, or reports) that develop a clearly stated thesis 

and use support (for example, facts, statistics, and first-
hand accounts). 

E4-5.4 Create persuasive writings (for example, editorials, 
essays, speeches, or reports) that address a specific 
audience and use logical arguments supported by 

facts or expert opinions. 
 

 When teaching persuasive writing, what connections, links, or 
ties can be made to other indicators and/or content areas? 
Students in Grade 7 demonstrate their knowledge of persuasive 

writing skills through the application of the following indicators: 

7-2.3 Identify author bias (for example, word choice and the 

exclusion and inclusion of particular information). 
7-2.7  Identify the use of propaganda techniques (including 

glittering generalities and name calling) in 

informational texts. 
7-3.4 Distinguish between the denotation and the 

connotation of a given word.  
7-4 The student will create written work that has a clear 

focus, sufficient detail, coherent organization, effective 
use of voice, and correct use of the conventions of 
written Standard American English. (all indicators) 

7-6.2 Use direct quotations, paraphrasing, or summaries to 
incorporate into written, oral, auditory, or visual works 

the information gathered from a variety of research 
sources.  

7-6.8 Design and carry out research projects by selecting a 

topic, constructing inquiry questions, accessing resources, 
and organizing information.  

 
Cross-Curricular Connections 
Social Studies  

 Students draw conclusions, interpret and analyze texts, and create 
persuasive writing. 

 Students analyze and create propaganda. 
Math   

 Students study statistics and probability.  

 Students interpret data and statistics.  
Science  

 Students interpret data and statistics.  
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Classroom Assessment 
 Students should be taught and assessed using similar methods. Therefore, 

students should be assessed on their ability to apply the persuasive writing 
skills they have been taught. This can be accomplished in a variety of ways 

including reading and analyzing various types of persuasive writing, 
propaganda techniques, and advertisements. Students should have direct 
instruction on persuasive writing skills and be given numerous opportunities 

to create pieces of persuasive writing.  
 

 Strategies to assist students with creating persuasive writing and which can 
be used as formative and/or summative assessments include: 

 Creating a variety of types of persuasive writing 

 Writing letters and essays 
 Determining qualities of excellence in letters and essays  

 Developing charts specifying the traits of a variety of 
types of persuasive writing 

 Designing rubrics for evaluating various types of 

persuasive writing 
 Evaluating pieces of professionally-produced persuasive 

writing (cold texts) 
 Showing results of teacher-evaluated pieces of student- 

produced persuasive writing using the Extended Response 
Rubric 

    

Suggested Instructional Resources 
Professional Texts 

 
Allen, Janet. Yellow Brick Roads. Portland, ME: Stenhouse, 2000. 

Atwell, Nancie. In the Middle: New Understandings About Writing, Reading, 

and Learning. Portsmouth, NH: Boynton/Cook, 1998. 

Beers, Kylene. When Kids Can’t Read, What Teachers Can Do. Portsmouth, 

NH: Heinemann, 2003. 

Burke, Jim. The English Teacher’s Companion: A Complete Guide to 

Classroom, Curriculum, and the Profession. Portsmouth, NH: 

Heinemann, 1999. 

Culham, Ruth. 6+1 Traits of Writing: The Complete Guide Grades 3 and Up. 

NY, NY: Scholastic, 2003 
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Daniels, Harvey and Steven Zemelman. Subjects Matter: Every Teacher’s 

Guide to Content-Area Reading. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann, 2004. 

Feathers, Karen M. Informational Texts: Reading and Learning. Toronto: 

Pippin, 2004. 

Fletcher, Ralph and Joann Portalupi. Nonfiction Craft Lessons: Teaching 

Information Writing K-8. Portland, ME: Stenhouse, 2001. 

Harvey, Stephanie. Nonfiction Matters: Reading, Writing, and Research in 

Grades 3-8. Portland, ME: Stenhouse, 1998. 

Harvey, Stephanie and Anne Goudvis. Strategies That Work: Teaching 

Comprehension to Enhance Understanding. Portland, ME: Stenhouse, 

2007. 

Ray, Katie Wood. What You Know by Heart: How to Develop Curriculum for 

Your Writing Workshop. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann, 2002. 

Ray, Katie Wood. The Writing Workshop: Working Through the Hard Parts 

(And They’re All Hard Parts). Urbana, IL: NCTE Publication, 2001 

Student Texts 

There are many titles that teachers and students may select to better 
understand persuasive writing. Library Media Specialists from the South 
Carolina Association of School Librarians (SCASL) are collaborating with the 

South Carolina Department of Education to provide a sampling of texts to 
match the indicators. This will continue to be a work in progress. Teachers 

should collaborate with their library media specialists for additional 
suggestions. These titles can be used for read-alouds, shared reading, and 
independent reading. While each title on the list has been read and reviewed 

by professionals, some of these titles may not meet the needs of each 
classroom environment. Teachers are encouraged to read the texts prior to 

using them in class. Use the following link for the SCASL suggested texts:  
http://scasl.pbwiki.com/ELA%20Standards. 
 

http://scasl.pbwiki.com/ELA%20Standards
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Nonprint Materials 
http://www.readwritethink.org 

 
http://www.learnnc.org 

 
http://www.lpb.org 

http://www.lpb.org/education/classroom/itv/litlearn/ 

 
http://www.readingquest.org 

http://www.readingquest.org/strat/ 
 
http://scholastic.com 

http://scholastic.com/newszone/ 
 

http://timeforkids.com 
http://timeforkids.com/TFK/ 

 

http://www.scetc.org 
http://www.scetc.org/education/streamlinesc/index.cfm 

 
http://www.ciconline.org 

http://www.ciconline.org/english 
 
http://www.carolhurst.com 

http://www.carolhurst.com/titles/6th.html 
 

http://literacynet.org 
http://literacynet.org/cnnsf/archives.html 

 

http://www.iclasses.org 
http://www.iclasses.org/assets/literature/index.cfm  

 
http://www.unitedstreaming.com 
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